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The Corning Museum of Glass (CMOG) was the backdrop for a 

successful Locally Grown Foods Festival in October, coordi-

nated by Cornell Cooperative Extension. Over 400 people at-

tended the event look-

ing for opportunities 

to meet farmers and 

purchase local prod-

ucts.  There were 25 

farms who set up edu-

cational displays and offered products including traditional beef, 

pork, lamb, chicken, wine, sausage, honey, eggs, produce, flow-

ers, and preserves. 

 

Building on the success of the first Locally 

Grown Food Festival held in February, this 

second local food event was added to enjoy 

a bountiful harvest. The winter event was 

extremely well received, and the most com-

mon suggestion from that first-ever event 

was to increase the number of 

produce vendors. CCE-Steuben 

answered that request by creating 

the fall event to take advantage of 

the abundance of harvest produce 

available and planning for the 

upcoming holiday season. 

Those 

attending 

could 

sample 

from a 

variety of 

local 

farm 

products. The CMOG catering 

staff prepared several delectable 

dishes, and the CCE-Steuben nu-

trition staff also prepared two nu-

tritious fall dishes. Two estate 

wineries provided tastings 

throughout the evening.  Farmers 

were kept busy all night answering questions about their 

farms, products and growing practices.  People could 

purchase products throughout the evening, however the 

Local farmers and local 

food made for a fun and 

educational evening! 

goal was to help growers develop long term 

customers. A second goal was to teach peo-

ple how to find local food throughout the 

year and how to buy directly from the farm as opposed to 

buying at a seasonal farmersô market. CCE-Steuben 

wanted to make sure people could find local food all 

through the winter months. 

In addition to meeting farmers 

from all over the region, par-

ticipants were able to meet and 

interact with CCE educators 

with horticulture, livestock, and 

marketing backgrounds. The 

educators explained how to buy local meats, 

what a CSA is all about, and why it is impor-

tant to buy local. 
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Farm City Day celebrates its 10th year at the Burns family farm in Hornell 

spent preparing the farm for the many visitors, along 

with a fair amount of capital and labor. Not every 

farm is ñcut outò to host such an event and we appre-

ciate all that the Burns Family did to make it a huge 

success. 

 

Farm City Day in Steuben County is typically held 

on the fourth Saturday of September and is hosted by 

a different farm each year. 

On September 23 CCE-Steuben introduced nearly 1,000 sec-

ond grade school children to a day on the farm including all 

the traditional farm activities like seeing the cows, learning 

how the milk is collected, playing in the corn pile, walking 

through the 

corn maze, 

and digging 

for potatoes. 

 

Two days 

later the farm 

opened its 

gates to the 

public for a 

similar experi-

ence - family 

style for an ad-

ditional 3,000 

people! 

  

The Farm-City 

Day committee 

would like to 

express their 

deep gratitude 

to the Burns 

Family for host-

ing the annual event.  Appreciation also goes to  

all the individuals, agribusinesses, friends and 

family who volunteered their time to help make 

the 10th annual Farm-City Day such a success. 

 

A humble start of 43 cows and 450 acres in Feb-

ruary 1966 led to what has become the Burns 

Family Farm. The landscape at that time included 

just two rustic barns, one for newborn calves and another for the milk cows. 

 

The farm is now a partnership between Jonathan Burns and his parents, 

Carol and David. The farm has continued to grow and progress over the 

years. In 2001 the heifer barn was built, currently housing 400 calves and 

heifers. In 2006 the parlor was once again renovated to todayôs double ten 

parlor. A 3,000 gallon bulk tank was also added, and in 2009 a 110 by  300-

foot freestall facility was built. 

 

The Burns Family Farm now cares for approximately 400 milking cows. 

Together with their current staff of 12 employees, the farm manages 2,000 

acres: 600 acres of corn, 100 acres of oats, 200 acres of soybeans, 500 acres 

of hay and the remaining acres of woodland. 

 

The farm takes great pride in being a steward of the land. They have partici-

pated in several conservation programs through the years and were named 

ñConservation Farm of the Yearò by the Steuben County Soil and Water 

Conservation District. 

 

This annual event is a huge event for the host farm. Countless hours are 

Educating Steuben 
agriculture and  

Youth got the chance to live 

off the land for a day! They 

played in the corn pile, 

milked a cow, learned how 

potatoes grow, and chased 

ladybugs on the pumpkin 

plants with a butterfly net. 

They learned about a working 

dairy farm and the impor-

tance of local agriculture. 
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Outdoor Show reaches the public with wildlife and environmental education 

Over 100 exhibitors 

and 4,000 attendees 

enjoyed a gorgeous 

Indian summer 

weekend in October 

at the 4th annual 

Southern Tier Out-

door Show in Bath.  

CCE-Steuben organizes 

this event as an educa-

tional experience to pro-

mote awareness and stew-

ardship of our natural 

resources. The event pro-

motes activities that en-

courage participation in 

the outdoors and support 

local products and ser-

vices.  

 

The Wilkins RV, Inc. owners and staff help support the event by 

opening their doors and grounds for the entire weekend. This 

year beautiful weather also sustained the many activities that 

were offered outdoors. Highlights included a tethered hot air bal-

loon ride which was grounded on  Saturday but rode high all 

morning on Sunday. A chainsaw carver entertained a crowd 

while making his wooden sculptures come to life and participat-

ing in the auction of the items on Sunday. On Saturday  local 

carver Joe Gerych (shown above) took an hour off to ñduelò 

against the Pennsylvania carver.  

The returning wildlife shows, Bird of Prey and Bwana Jim 

(both pictured above) drew a crowd for each show. The Bow-

hunter Challenge drew many more archers than last yearôs 

show. Winners were: 1st place: Mike Gates of Naples; 2nd 

place: Walt Blodgett of Bath, 3rd place: Ken Newstead of Co-

hocton, and 4th place: Mike Waters of Hornell. 

 

The CCE-Steuben 4-H Shooting Sports program offered a 

youth archery range to teach kids the safety, knowledge, skills 

and understanding of the shooting sport discipline of archery. 

They encouraged youth ages 9 and up to get involved with the 

project to learn shooting and conservation of natural resources. 

 

An interesting competition on Sunday was the Companion Re-

triever Hunting Challenge. The audience watched as several 

dogs attempted to chase a bumper thrown among decoy geese 

and out into the pond and return it to the owner. Some dogs 

were precise in following the commands while others added 

some playtime to the activity. Winners (shown at left) were: 

Level One, First place; George Kiley & Maddox; Second place: 

Tim Hawkins & Melcomb. Level Two: First place: Ted Ryan & 

Gunner; Second place: Tim Hawkins & Rocky; Third place: 

Larry Tarnacki & ñJò. 

 

Educational seminars were offered on a number of topics in-

cluding black bears in New York State, trends in white-tailed 

deer food plots, baiting and habitat improvement, hiking on the 

Finger Lakes Trail, tracking wounded deer, turkey calling and 

fire-starting. The Wildlife Defenders, a wildlife conservation 

outreach group brought exotic wild animals including a giant 

turtle to show the public. Their program is run by brain injured 

adults under the auspices of Bridges for Brain Injury. 
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County about 
natural resources 

Activities at the show in-

cluded tethered hot air bal-

loon rides, chainsaw carving, 

wildlife shows, youth activi-

ties such as fishing and arch-

ery, and a retriever  

challenge. 

Activities at the show in-

cluded tethered hot air 

balloon rides, chainsaw 

carving, wildlife shows, 

youth activities such as 

fishing  


